
How to Raise Support 
 
 

Finding people to partner with you financially to do God’s work is a unique 
way to see God provide for you and involve others in ministry.  What 

follows are some helpful tips on how you can involve others in being God’s 
provision for sending you on this mission trip.  Feel free to contact any of 

the Cru staff with questions.    
 

 You are embarking on an incredible adventure! You have accepted the 
challenge of helping reach the world for Christ by deciding to join other students 
on this trip. 

 As Christ’s ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:20) you are in a unique position 
to invite others to invest financially in His cause. You will be giving them the 
unparalleled opportunity of investing in eternity (Matthew 6:19-21). King David 
gave Israel such an opportunity when he challenged the people to underwrite the 
cost of building a temple for the Lord (1 Chronicles 29:9-14). 

 Because David knew that all the world’s wealth ultimately belonged to 
God, he boldly challenged others to channel their resources toward building a 
physical testimony to the Lord, a temple. As you raise funds for this trip, you will 
be allowing God to channel the resources of His people toward building a human 
testimony — a witness for Christ. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 1:  Namestorm 
 
Start by developing an initial list of potential ministry partners. As with brainstorming, in 
namestorming there is one cardinal rule - anything goes. No name is unqualified. Don’t 
decide for an individual whether or not he or she is interested. If you limit yourself to 
those you feel will or can give, you may prematurely disqualify those whom God wants 
to become ministry partners. 
 
Later you will need to prioritize whom to contact first, but for now, don’t disqualify 
anyone. You may be thinking you could never generate more than a handful of names, 
but as you put some time to it, you will find out that you have a lot of people you can 
ask.   
 
People you might brainstorm:  Teachers, friends from school, family members, families 
from your church here or at home, your doctor, friends form high school, family friends, 
etc. You can also ask your church if they have fund available to help send people on 
these trips.    
 
Take some time to sit down and write out a list of names:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 2:  Write a Letter 
 
 
Here are some tips in writing your letter: 
 

1. Give your letter a specific date. 
2. Your greeting should be personalized. If you use a printed letter, hand-write the 

name instead of using “Dear friend.” If you send over email, don’t send a mass 
email, send it to them personally.   

3. Acknowledge your relationship with the reader. What can you say that will help 
the person identify with you?  

4. Bring your reader up to date on what you’re doing in life right now.   
5. Educate your reader. Share how you became involved in your ministry on your 

campus and how the Lord has given you a desire to reach people for Christ.  
6. Explain your need. The purpose of your letter is to give your reader an 

opportunity to help. Make sure you explain exactly what you need. 
7. Involve your reader by asking him/her for specific action, based on the needs you 

have shared. This can include challenging him to help cover part or all of the cost 
of your trip, which includes lodging, meals and transportation. State the deadline 
by which you need the money. 

8. Acknowledge your relationship again with an emphasis on thanks, appreciation, 
gratitude, partnership and commitment. This ties your opening acknowledgment 
to your request. 

9. Close the letter and sign it. 
10. Enclose a self-addressed envelope.  You may even want to include a stamp on 

the return envelope.  Or give them the online giving link if you are emailing them.  
11. You can add a handwritten p.s. note at the end to make it more personal.   

 
A couple of things to avoid: 
 
    * Never apologize for writing or calling a person whom you wish to involve in helping 
you meet a need. You are providing people with an opportunity to be involved in 
ministry through their resources. As Paul spoke to the Philippians about their giving, 
“Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.” 
(Philippians 4:17) 
    * Don’t ask for a general amount or without a time frame in which to take action. You 
should challenge people to give a specific gift, or at least give them a specific range, like 
$50, $100, $150. If people want to support you, but cannot give one these amounts, 
they will let you know and will not be offended by your request. 
 
 
See the sample support letter we provided.   
 
 
 

 

 



Step 3: Follow up with People 
 
You will want to call people that you send a letter as a means to follow up with them and 
find out their decision.  Why? 
 

1. Most people suffer from information overload. Consequently, mail or email is easy 
to ignore or forget. 

2. Your time frame. You have to raise money in a short period of time. A follow-up 
phone call or email will help you get decisions as quickly as possible. The best 
suggestion is to call one week after you’ve dropped the letter in the mail. 

3. Courtesy to your ministry partners. Many people will want to help you but won’t 
unless you call to answer any questions and to get their decision. Your phone call 
or email takes the burden of response off them and puts it on you. 

 
Follow-up Phone Conversation 
 
When you ask for a response, do so directly. Then remain quiet until the person 
responds, even though this may feel uncomfortable. Talking more at this point will 
distract the person from making a decision. 
 
If when you call your potential ministry partner has not made a decision, set another 
time to call within a day or two. 
 

1. Introduce yourself.   “Hello, Mr. ________. This is _________ calling. How are 
you?” Let him respond. Take a few moments to establish rapport, but be brief. 

2. Refer to your letter and explain your plans for your spring break. “As I mentioned 
in my letter, I am planning to go on a Spring Break mission trip.   

3. Share what you hope to see God do as a result of your trip.  
4. Be very specific to ask for a definite response.  
5. “In my letter I asked if you would be in a position to support me financially?  Have 

you had a chance to think about that?” (wait) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Step 4: Thank 

 
Send a thank-you note the same day the ministry partner gives you his decision. Be 
sure to keep a record of this so you’ll know to whom you’ve sent one and so you’ll not 
send two to the same person. This thank-you letter is an important part of developing a 
relationship with your ministry partner. 
 
This should be a personal, handwritten note or letter. Do not print or copy a form letter 
or send an e-mail. Always include something personal in your note to show specifically 
how you and Christ’s cause have been benefited by their generosity. You owe them a 
good thank-you note. 
 
 
 
Sample Thank-You Note 
 
 
Dear Dr. and Mrs. Smith, 
 
Thank you for your gift of $100 to support my ministry during Spring Break. Your 
prayers and finances are greatly appreciated. Your investment will have far-reaching 
results as I help reach people for Christ! 
 
Please join me in praying that God would continually deepen my commitment to the 
cause of Christ. Your prayers are very important. Thanks again for your help. 
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Trip Letter to Supporters 
 

You want to make sure you update those people who so generously supported you to 
go on your trip. Write a letter about your experience, sharing one significant story and  

include some great pictures as well! Everyone loves to see pictures! 


